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To: Members of WHU Management Committee

FEDERATION INTERNATIONALE DE HOCKEY (FIH) 

CONGRESS - PERTH, AUSTRALIA – 5TH DECEMBER 2002
1. The President, Anne Ellis, and I, together with Alan Lints represented the WHU at the above Congress.

2. 55 National associations with voting rights (out of a possible 114) were represented, along with one of the Adherent Members (GB). In addition, outgoing members of the FIH Executive Board, FIH Council and various Committee members also attended the Congress.

3. In her opening remarks the FIH President, Els van Breda Vriesman (Netherlands) paid tribute to the retiring Committee members. She also commented on the three FIH priorities for the past few months:

a. Format for future World Cups. Will consider using different stadia in same country

b. Half of the total FIH budget having been expended on Development including Year of The Youth and Continental Development Offices. This will continue to be a priority.

c. The FIH Forum held over the previous two days (detailed in separate report).

       It was noted that the FIH are now also concentrating on the development of officials as

       well as athletes with the recent request for nominations for a FIH Umpires Development Officer.

4. The Hon General Secretary, Mr Peter Cohen (Australia) gave a general report on the past two years since the last Congress.  Of particular highlight were the Year of The Youth (with special thanks offered to Theo Ykema (Netherlands) and Anne Ellis) and the FIH Highlights review booklet, which summarises all FIH strategies, activities and achievements for the past two years.

5. Bob Davidson (Netherlands), Chair of the Marketing Committee, reported on the substantial achievements of his Committee. The TV ‘Flying squad’ had been launched and at the tournaments attended had proved to be a great success. Manuals for event organisers had also been made available to ease the administrative burden on hosting Nations. Research was presently being undertaken following the recent BDO survey and a thought provoking paper was currently with the FIH Executive. Bob also advised that two major sponsors had been obtained, namely Rabobank Group and BDO (Business Consultants) and future major events would include both companies’ names in their title. Two further sponsors were being considered.

6. Peter Cohen reported on the previous days meeting between the FIH and EHA / HEL. Congress approved the ‘transfer’ of membership from EHA to HEL.

7. A number of minor constitutional amendments, previously circulated, were approved.

8. Three new member Nations were confirmed, namely Dominican Republic, Turkey and Brazil. Applications for membership are awaited from a further four Nations.

9. Peter Cohen and Tony von Ondarza (Venezuela) were re-elected as Hon Secretary General and Vice President of the FIH respectively. Douglas Gray (Ireland) was elected as Hon Treasurer. Brigadier Musarrat Ullah Khan (Pakistan) and Aaron Sher (USA) were newly elected to the Executive Board with Claire Peeters-Monseu (Belgium), Theo Ykema and Bark-Jae Shin (Korea) all being re-elected. All of the above elections are for a term of four years. Although Anne succeeded in reaching the final (tied) vote with the Korean delegate he proved successful in the revote. Direction as to the continuation or withdrawal of Anne’s name for the election was taken from Anita White (President GBOHB) at each stage of the election.

10. Brigadier Manzoor Atif (Pakistan) was appointed a Member of Honour of the FIH following his decision not to stand for re-election to the Executive.

11. The names of the successful nominees to sit on the various committees were not advised at Congress.

12. Reports from all FIH Committees are detailed in the FIH Highlights book, a copy of which is available from the Welsh Hockey Union office.

13. At an official reception hosted by the FIH in honour of the IOC President, Dr Jacques Rogge it was comforting to note that he felt hockey was considered to be one of the Olympics major sports and that reports of doubts of its continuation in the Olympics were unfounded.

14. The venue for the next Congress will be notified following receipt of offers to host from NHA’s.

Chris Brewer

Director of Hockey 

